
On this day, the first crude photograph of Earth from orbit was taken by NASA's Explorer VI 
satellite, marking a pioneering milestone in space science and earth observation. Launched a 
week earlier, the satellite was manufactured by the Jet Propulsion Laboratory and Thompson 
Ramo Wooldridge Inc. Its mission was to study trapped radiation of various energies, galactic 
cosmic rays, radio wave propagation in the upper atmosphere, and micrometeorite flux—using 
piezoelectric crystal microphones as sensing elements.
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Hot Takes for a Hotter Earth

As a former badminton player, I often see the Olympiad 
much like a tournament—moments of intense focus, the joy 
of nailing a tricky shot or solving a hard problem, and the 
quiet discipline that takes shape over months of 

the shared respect, and the spirit of fair play that make the 
effort worthwhile. Years later, you may not recall every point 
scored or every question answered, but you will remember 

The Devasthal Observatory of Aryabhatta Research Institute of 

level in the Himalayan region of India, hosts three major telescopes. 

of 66 arcmin and high precision CCDs for detection and follow-up of 
transient events, deep imaging of star clusters, search and study of variable 
stars, exoplanets, and variability studies of AGN and quasars, has been 

telescope's mirror is equipped with active optics, as well as instruments for 

mirror telescope dedicated to deep sky astronomy. It is also the first survey 
telescope in the country. The Devasthal site offers dark skies, sub arcsecond 

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

Dr. Mayuri Rege

The future of our planet depends not on 
science alone, but on the political will to act 
on what science makes clear.

Mission:

Your spaceship is trapped inside an ancient defence grid— 
remnants of a long-forgotten alien civilisation. With the 
navigation system severely damaged, only emergency 
movement protocols remain operational. One wrong 
manoeuvre, and the ship could vanish into deep space 
forever. The only way out is to reach the Exit Portal.

Escape the defence grid and reach the Exit Portal before 
the ship is trapped forever.

START point of the grid. Your 
objective is to reach the Exit Portal by following strict 
emergency movement protocols:
• You can only move using authorised manoeuvres.
•

Moving exactly two squares in a straight line (up, down, 

followed by

Leavitt did! After college, Henrietta joined the Harvard College Observatory, diving 
into the world of stars and glass photographic plates filled with shimmering dots from 
the night sky. She spent her days measuring the brightness of stars and tracking their 
changes. Each tiny flicker on those plates was a clue to something bigger.

While measuring the brightness of Cepheid variable stars, the stars that blink brighter 

the brighter it truly was. This simple but powerful discovery, the “period-luminosity 
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the friendships, the sparks of inspiration, and the sense of belonging. Sometimes, 

quietly transform the experience. Aim for the stars but cherish the journey that 
takes you there.

Andromeda Galaxy was not a star cloud in our Milky Way, but a galaxy far, far away, proving the universe was way 
bigger than anyone thought.

considered nominating her for Nobel Prize, but the prize could not be given posthumously. Thanks to Leavitt, the 
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Scientists on Life and Learning:
How can students stay encouraged
and see beyond grades?

Jury Member, 

• You cannot turn in the same direction in two 
consecutive manoeuvres. The damaged navigation 
system will not allow it.

• Every move from START to EXIT PORTAL must follow 
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Who do you think would be on the list of actors with the largest fan base? One may be 
tempted to think that the list belongs entirely to Hollywood. The fact is that names from 

cast its magic globally with its mesmerising music, breathtaking dance sequences and 

testament to its resilience, adaptability, and universal appeal. While you are in Mumbai, 
stepping into one of its theatres to have a firsthand experience of this phenomenon can 
be real fun!
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where performers dress in sheepskin garments, a mask with a long red 

Teatro de Verano is one of the highlights.
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